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PPS RECORDS FOR 
18-20 LUONGO MEMORIAL SQUARE 

PLAT 29, LOT 534 
 

Also known as:  415 Fountain (1875) 
18-20 Richmond Square (1895) 
18,19,20 Decatur Square (1902) 

 
AVERY PETTIS HOUSE 

Built c. 1854 
Additions 1881, 1884 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
A 2½-story wood-frame Second Empire-style house, with single story addition on the 
north side.  The building is mixed-use with the ground floor commercial and the upper 
stories residential.  The ground floor walls on the north, south and east are sheathed in 
clapboard; the second story is clad in cut wood shingles on the east, south and west 
sides, and clapboard on the north.  Other architectural details include oriel windows, 
bracketed storefront entries, gable dormers, slate roof, and two chimneys.  
 
The house stands on a 3,439 sq. ft. lot facing the Thomas S. and Vincent Luongo 
Memorial Square at the apex of where Carpenter and West Fountain Streets intersect. 
The lot is triangular in shape and has about 23.40 feet on frontage on Luongo Memorial 
Square, 76.89 feet of frontage on Carpenter Street, and about 70 feet of frontage on 
West Fountain Street.  
 
HISTORY: 
 
Avery Pettis purchased the western portion of lot #42 in the Knight Farm Estate Plat 
from William and Joanna Richmond in 1849.  A house was built by the summer of 1854 
when Avery Pettis was assessed for a building on Plat 29 Lot 14, a 3,416 sq. ft. lot.  
(City records interchange Lot #14 with Lot #42.)  The 1857 map shows a house located 
at the apex of Carpenter and Fountain Streets.   Avery was a restaurateur who 
maintained various eating establishments and oyster saloons.  Avery did not live in the 
house, but elsewhere on Fountain Street.  He owned the house for investment.   
 
In 1865, Avery and his wife, Mary, sold the property to Horace B. Angell, a carpenter. 
Neither did Horace and his wife, Sarah, live in the house.  Additions in 1881 and 1884 
were constructed while the Angells owned the property, and later, when Sarah married 
Jabez Harris.  Sarah maintained ownership until 1891 when the property transferred to 
John and Addie Cowell.  In 1892 the Cowells constructed another 2-1/2 story house in 
the rear (since razed.)   
 
The house supported businesses as early as 1875 when Farnum & Sharpe Grocers 
opened for business.  A succession of grocers occupied the storefronts until the 1930s;  
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other tenants have included hairdressers, barbers, tailors, and bars.1  Most recently 
since its historic rehabilitation, the Decatur Lounge occupies the ground floor. 
 
DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT:2 
 
For more than two centuries after Providence was first settled in 1636, most 
development was concentrated on the east and west sides of the Providence River.  
While several principal roads leading from the original settlement area to points west 
were constructed in the early 18th century (including Westminster Street by 1714, and 
Cranston Street by 1717), very little development followed.  (An exception was the tiny 
residential enclave at Hoyle Square, at the intersection of Westminster and Cranston 
Streets, established 1739.)  Today’s West End neighborhood, several miles west of the 
settled area of town, was rural until the middle of the 19th century, characterized 
principally by large farms and country estates. 
 
By 1835, extensive urbanization of the West End was underway, concentrated in the 
area between Broadway (laid out in 1834) and Cranston Street.  Carpenter Street, 
settled mostly by the city’s rapidly growing middle class, was among the mostly densely 
developed of the new streets in this area by mid-century.   
 
Between 1860 and 1930 the entire West End neighborhood became a densely built and 
populated residential enclave.  This change coincided with a period in Providence’s 
history that saw unprecedented levels of industrial production and economic prosperity, 
huge increases in population (much of it from foreign immigration), an expansion of the 
city’s physical size, significant improvements in public transportation and utilities, and a 
building boom in new construction. 
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places as a contributing building within the 
Broadway-Armory Historic District.  The NR nomination identifies 18-19-20 Luongo 
Memorial Square as a Residential and Commercial Building, late 19th Century.   
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (All in Archives unless otherwise noted) 
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  
Plate XV shows the future site of 18-20 Luongo Memorial Square lies on a parcel of 
land identified as “William Richmond, 15 acres Part of the Homestead Farm of 
Ebenezer Dexter.”  The parcel lies north of “Plainfield or Great Post Road” (Westminster 
Street,) east of Whitman Lane (Knight Street) and west of Williams Lane (Battey Street.) 

                                                      
1 From PPS Revolving Fund National Register Certification Application Part I. 
2 Sanderson, Edward F. and William McKenzie Woodward.  Providence:  A Citywide Survey of Historic 
Resources (Providence, 1986), pp. 37-39; Broadway-Armory Historic District National Register 
nomination. 
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1834:  “Plat of Part of William E. Richmond’s Knight Farm Estate,” surveyed and platted 
March 1834 by Samuel B. Cushing and recorded April 19, 1834 in Plat Book 1, Page 11 
(copied on card 4.)  The map is bounded by Carpenter Street on the north, Battey Street 
on the east, High (Westminster) on the south, and Love Lane (Knight) on the west.  The 
map also shows the block bounded by Carpenter Street on the north, Battey Street on 
the east, and Fountain Street on the south.  Lot #42, at the apex of the intersection of 
Carpenter and Fountain Streets, measures 28.4 feet along the apex, 126 feet on 
Carpenter, 115 feet on Fountain and 79-1/2 feet on its east boundary. Recorder of 
Deeds 
 
1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling, Page C#2 (14).  The map shows a 
triangular-shaped block bounded by Carpenter Street on the north, Battery Street on the 
east, and Fountain Street on the south.  There is a house located on the lot at the apex 
of the intersection of Carpenter and Fountain Streets.  
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 3 (Ward 7):  Plate C 
shows the block bounded by Carpenter Street on the north, Battery Street on the east, 
and Fountain Street on the south.  There is a wood frame L-shaped building on Lot #42 
at 415 Fountain Street.  The lot contains 3,416 sq. ft. and is owned by H. B. Angell.  The 
letter “B” on the house identifies the building as containing a business.  The block and 
area are developed with water and sewer on the streets.  Reference to Knight’s Farm 
Plat.      
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co: Plate 14 shows the block 
bounded by Carpenter Street on the north, Battery Street on the east, and Fountain 
Street on the south.  There is a frame building on Lot #42 at the apex of the intersection 
of Carpenter and Fountain Streets.  The block and area are developed with water and 
sewer on the streets.  Reference to Knight’s Farm Plat.      
    
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards: Plate 10 shows the block 
bounded by Carpenter Street on the north, Battey Street on the east, Fountain Street on 
the south, and Richmond Square on the west.  There are two frame buildings at 18-20 
Richmond Square on a 3,439 sq. ft. lot at the apex of the intersection of Carpenter and 
Fountain Streets.  The area is developed, with water and sewer on the streets.  There is 
a streetcar line of Westminster Street and Broadway. [Note:  The street numbers for the 
lot along Fountain Street are identified as #487 and #483.]  
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 29 shows the block bounded by Carpenter Street on 
the north, Battey Street on the east, Fountain Street on the south, and Decatur Square 
on the west.  Lot #14 contains 3,439 sq. ft. and measures 33’ on Decatur Square and 
70.175’ on Fountain Street.  No street numbers or buildings are shown on this map.    
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co: Plate 3 shows the block 
bounded by Carpenter Street on the north, Battey Street on the east, Fountain Street on 
the south, and Decatur Square on the west.  There are two frame buildings at 18, 19, 20 
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Decatur Square owned by Addie Cowell.  The buildings are on a 3,439 sq. ft. lot.  The 
area is developed, with water and sewer on the streets.  There is a streetcar line of 
Westminster Street and Broadway. 
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co: Plate 8 shows the block 
bounded by Carpenter Street on the north, Battey Street on the east, Fountain Street on 
the south, and Decatur Square on the west.  There are two frame buildings on the 3,439 
sq. ft. lot, owned by F. J. Kauffman.  There are no street numbers.  The area is 
developed, with water and sewer on the streets.  There is a streetcar line of 
Westminster Street and Broadway.  Reference to Knight Farm Estate. 
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co: Plate 8 shows the block 
bounded by Carpenter Street on the north, Battey Street on the east, Fountain Street on 
the south, and Decatur Square on the west.  The 3,439 sq. ft. lot has been divided into 
two.  G. Mastracchio owns the frame building at the apex (#487 Fountain) which is on 
1,406 sq. ft.  The second frame building is on 2,033 sq. ft. (#483 Fountain) and is owned 
by F. Simeone et ux.  The area is developed, with water and sewer on the streets.  
There is a streetcar line of Westminster Street and Broadway.  Reference to Knight 
Farm Estate. 
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co: Plate 8 shows the block 
bounded by Carpenter Street on the north, Battey Street on the east, Fountain Street on 
the south, and Decatur Square on the west.  The 3,439 sq. ft. lot is divided into two.  J. 
Dooley owns the frame building at 18, 19, 20 Decatur Square (#487 Fountain) which is 
on 1,406 sq. ft.  The second frame building is on 2,033 sq. ft. (#483 Fountain) and is 
owned by A. Gugliemetti.  The area is developed, with water and sewer on the streets.  
There is a streetcar line of Westminster Street.  Reference to Knight Farm Estate. 
  
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
DB117/47:  On July 9, 1849, for the sum of $450, William E. Richmond and Joanna S. 
Richmond of Providence conveyed to Avery Pettis of Providence the westerly part of Lot 
42 on the Plat of the Knight Farm Estate.  The lot was bounded southerly by Fountain 
Street and northerly by Carpenter Street.  
 
DB169/250:  On April 25, 1865, for the sum of $3,000, Avery Pettis and Mary A. Pettis 
of Providence sold to Horace B. Angell of Providence a certain lot of land with all the 
buildings and improvements thereon.  The lot was described as Lot #42 in the part of 
William E. Richmond’s Knight Farm Estate bounded southerly by Fountain Street 
northerly by Carpenter Street.  
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Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
On December 27, 1881, Horace B. Angell, owner and builder, filed Intention to Build 
#1277.  The stated purpose was to build a one story wood addition about 14 feet high at 
the junction of Fountain and Carpenter Streets on the estate owned by H. B. Angell 
(who lived at 50 Marshall Street.)  The addition, at an estimated cost of $100, was to be 
used for stores. 
 
On August 11, 1884, Sarah E. Harris, per Jabez L. Harris, filed Intention to Build #2696.  
The stated purpose was to add one story to the one story part of the building located at 
the junction of Carpenter and Fountain Streets on the estate owned by Sarah E. Harris, 
to be used for dwelling and store at an estimated cost of $250. 
 
On February 13, 1885, Sarah E. Harris, per Jabez L. Harris, filed Intention to Build 
#2920 to build two fences at the junction of Fountain and Carpenter Streets. 
 
On June 1, 1892, J. A. Cowell, per R. I. Pierce, filed Intention to Build #8278.  The 
purpose was to build a 2-1/2 story house on the south side of Carpenter Street near the 
junction of Fountain Street on the estate owned by J. A. Cowell to be used for two 
tenements. 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
Tax records are available from 1827 to the present.  Prior to 1854, tax records were 
published in a book listing the property owner alphabetically by name, the total 
assessment for any real and personal property (without specifying where real estate 
was located), and the total tax due.  Beginning in 1854, the city kept ledgers (organized 
by property owner name) indicating the plat and lot number of any real estate and the 
assessed value and taxes therefor. 
 
Ledger 2.219, Series A:  On August 1, 1854, Avery Pettis owned Plat 29 Lot 14 
containing 3,416 sq. ft.  Land was valued at $786 and building was valued at $1,000. 
 
Ledger 5.217, Series A:  On May 1, 1865, Horace B. Angell owned Plat 29 Lot 14 
containing 3,416 sq. ft.  Land was valued at $786 and building was valued at $1,000. 
 
Ledger 1.117:  On January 1, 1884, Sarah E. Angell owned one half of Plat 29 Lot 14. 
 
Ledger 9.239:  On January 1, 1884, Watie Warren, wife of Charles, owned one-half of 
Plat 29 Lot 14. 
 
Ledger 4.395:  On June 2, 1884, Sarah E. Harris, wife of Jabez S., owned Plat 29 Lot 
14. 
 
Ledger E3.36:  On November 1, 1891, Addie L. Cowell, wife of John A, owned Plat 29 
Lot 14. 
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Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories contain a street directory, noting all existing streets, and a 
residents’ directory organized alphabetically by last name; these also included a house 
directory, listing residential buildings by street address, from 1892-1894 and again since 
1937. 
 
Providence House Directories were published separately from the city directory, 1895-
1937 (published biannually from 1901).  These directories list all residential buildings by 
street address, indicating the names of all residents and often their occupations as well. 
No distinction is made between owners and tenants. House directories also contain a 
street directory.  This directory is sometimes a year behind the city directory. 
 
1850-1865:  Avery Pettis, restorateur, lived elsewhere on Fountain Street. 
  Tenants not known. 
 
Assessor’s Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
Chain of Title Cards were missing. 
 
 
 
 
Research compiled by Judith A. Barlow 
January  2007 
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